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Encouraging summer reading is a great way to
keep kids' minds active and foster a lifelong love
of books. Follow these steps to make reading

fun and engaging for your children this summer.

Sign Up for Library Summer Reading
Programs

Visit your library's website or stop by to learn
about their summer reading offerings. Most
programs are free to join and allow kids to

track the books they read, often with prizes for
reaching milestones.

Let Kids Choose Their Own Books
Encourage your child to choose books on
topics they're passionate about, whether that's
sports, animals, or fantasy worlds. The goal

is to associate reading with enjoyment. You
can always suggest more challenging books as
supplementary reading, but let their interests
guide their main selections.

Create a Cozy Reading Nook

Choose a quiet corner of your home and add
some soft pillows, blankets, and good lighting.
Let your child help decorate the space to

make it feel personal. Consider adding a small
bookshelf or basket to keep current reads easily
accessible. A comfy chair, beanbag, or even a
tent can make the nook extra inviting.

Read Aloud Together

Set aside time each day to read aloud with

your child, even if they're capable of reading
independently. Choose books slightly above their
reading level to expose them to new vocabulary
and more complex stories. Take turns reading
pages to make it interactive and fun.

Explore Audiobooks
Introduce your kids to the world of audiobooks,
which can be enjoyed during car rides, while
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offer free audiobook rentals. Audiobooks can
help improve listening skills, expand vocabulary,
and make complex stories more accessible.

Make Regular Library Visits

Let trips to the library be fun outings where your
child can explore different sections, attend story
times or workshops, and choose books to bring
home. Encourage them to talk with librarians,
who can offer recommendations based on their
interests and reading level.

Set Reading Goals and Rewards

Work with your child to set achievable reading
goals. This could be a certain number of books,
pages, or minutes read per week. Create a chart

to track progress visually. Offer small rewards for
reaching milestones, such as a special outing, extra
screen time, or a new book. Be sure to celebrate
their efforts and progress, not just the end results.

Incorporate Technology Thoughtfully
Explore e-readers or reading apps that might
appeal to tech-savvy kids. Many of these offer
interactive features, built-in dictionaries, and
adjustable text sizes that can be helpful. However,
balance screen reading with physical books to
maintain a connection with traditional formats.
Consider apps that gamify the reading experience
with badges or avatars.

doing chores, or before bedtime. Many libraries
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