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Agenda

• Introduction
• NAESP Advocacy
• Coronavirus Relief
• Other Legislative Priorities
• Closing/Q&A
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NAESP Advocacy

Impact

Communications Grassroots 
Advocacy 
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NAESP Advocacy
o The Advocacy Briefing – a monthly newsletter providing updates on federal 

legislation and funding, and opportunities for grassroots engagement. 

o Social Media – follow NAESP staff for legislative updates, including tweets and 
video legislative updates.

o News Outlets – framing news stories, op-eds, quotes from NAESP leadership in 
national publications.

o National Coalitions – NAESP engages with other national K-12 groups to devise 
messaging and policy strategies to advance priorities. 

o Grassroots Activation – persuading policymakers is the heart of NAESP’s advocacy 
strategy.

o Federal Relations Coordinators – monthly video conference meetings with state 
liaisons. Discuss federal updates, bills and hearings, upcoming advocacy alerts. 
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NAESP Advocacy Action Center: 
1-Click Advocacy
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Advocacy Text Alerts
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NAESP’s Federal Policy Priorities
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Since March 2020, NAESP has advocated 
for a federal response that matches the 
gravity of the moment: $200 billion in 

direct funding for K-12 schools.
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The Ask: Why $200 Billion?

• Costs Going Up 
oAlready-stretched schools facing an avalanche of new costs.

• Revenue Going Down 
o In recessions, state revenues crater.

• Different From Past Recessions 
oCoronavirus’ impact on schools is different than Great Recession. 
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Short-Term Reopening Costs
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NAESP Advocacy Surveys: Making The Case

Describe the amount of resources you are devoting to cover the
following COVID-19 related cost:
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Long-Term Costs: Addressing Student Social & 
Mental Health

Upended Mental Health Supports

• Being physically out of school for months upends 
students' support systems.   

• Creates isolation, deepens anxiety, and makes it 
difficult to reach students

• Schools need ample resources to expand mental 
health programs and train staff to better 
understand trauma’s impact and how they can 
help these students heal.
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Long-Term Costs: Addressing Learning Loss
Significant Investments Needed to Catch 

Students Up

• Tens of millions of students will have gone a 
full calendar year with little or no in-person 
schooling.

• The pandemic has set back learning for all 
students, but especially for students of color.

• Schools’ capacity to respond could be the 
difference in preventing permanent 
educational hardships that would affect the 
country for decades to come.
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Long-Term Costs: Addressing Learning Loss
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The Ask: Why $200 Billion?

• Costs Going Up 
oAlready-stretched schools facing an avalanche of new costs.

• Revenue Going Down 
o In recessions, state revenues crater.

• Different From Past Recessions 
oCoronavirus’ impact on schools is different than Great Recession. 
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Revenue Going Down



19www.naesp.org @naesp @thenaesp

So far, Congress has provided $67 billion in 
direct K-12 aid to help schools respond to 

the coronavirus.
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The ~$67 Billion
• CARES Act (passed March 2020)

o $13 billion for K-12
o states via Title I formula       90% to LEAs via Title I formula 
o Flexible uses at district/school level 

• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act 
(passed December 2020)
o $54 billion for K-12
o states via Title I formula       90% to LEAs via Title I formula 
o Flexible uses at district/school level 

* $67 billion does not include Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Funds ($4.3 B)
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Education Stabilization Fund: Allowable Uses
• “Providing principals and others school 

leaders with the resources necessary to 
address the needs of their individual 
schools”

• ESEA, IDEA activities 

• Supplies to sanitize and disinfect schools

• PPE

• Physical barriers for social distancing

• Ed tech (hardware, software, 
connectivity)

• Providing mental health services and 
supports

• Summer learning and supplemental 
afterschool program

• Addressing learning loss 

• School facility repairs/upgrades to 
enable operation of schools to reduce 
risk of virus transmission.

• Inspection, maintenance, repair, and 
replacement to improve the indoor air 
quality in schools, including ventilation

• Activities necessary to maintain the 
operation of and continuity of services  
and continuing to employ existing staff
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Inside-Outside Advocacy Strategy 
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The Great Recession
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Biden K-12 Coronavirus Response Plan

• Open schools in 1st 100 days

• Provide additional $128 billion in K-
12 coronavirus relief funding

• FEMA reimbursement

• Rapid Testing/Screening in Schools

• CDC Guidance

Looking Ahead
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If the $128 billion passes, the 
federal response for K-12 

schools will be nearly
$200 billion.
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Per-Pupil Breakdown 

• Annual Title Funding/IDEA: $640 per pupil

• CARES Act - $13.2 billion (March 2020): $270 per pupil

• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act -
$54 billion (December 2020): $1,100 per pupil

• Biden Proposal $128 billion (not yet passed): $2,600 per pupil

Source: Edunomics Lab
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Recommendations

• “Layer” mitigation measures

• 6 feet physical distancing 

• Color-coded zones

• Schools’ ability to implement 
expanded screening impacts ability 
to offer in-person

• Elementary schools can operate in 
hybrid even if they’re in “red” zone 
and can’t provide expanded 
screening 

CDC Guidance
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Source: EdWeek

CDC Guidance: Mitigation Measures
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Leverage Principals For Safe Reopenings
4 Recommendations 

• Provide principals with resources to 
implement 

• Ensure Principal Representation on 
School Reopening Teams

• Boost Principals as Instructional and 
Emotional Support Leaders

• Leverage Principals’ Relationships 
with Parents, Families, and 
Community Members
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Coronavirus funding has been 
NAESP’s top focus, but we have

een advocating for other legislative 
priorities as well.
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16 Million Kids Locked Out of Virtual Classrooms
• Pandemic has shone a bright light on the homework gap

• Even before the pandemic, students living in poverty and in rural 
communities faced challenges in finishing their schoolwork from 
home because of broadband accessibility issues.

• E-Rate 
o To address these inequities, NAESP has urged Congress to include 
$12 billion in direct funds to the Federal Communications Commission’s 
School and Libraries Program, commonly called the E-Rate program, 
to help connect millions of students to the internet
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Chronic Absenteeism and Students Gone 
Missing

For which groups of students has decreased attendance been 
most acute? Check all that apply
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“…it is now our expectation that states will, in the interest of students, administer summative 
assessments during the 2020-2021 school year, consistent with the requirements of the law and 

following the guidance of local health officials. As a result, you should not anticipate such waivers 
being granted again.”
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Yesterday, the U.S. Department of Education announced states must
still administer federally required standardized tests this year, but
schools won’t be held accountable for results.

Flexibility options for states:
- Give a shortened version of its statewide assessments
- Provide remote administration of this year’s test
-Offer multiple testing windows or extend this year’s testing window
i t th t th b i i f th 2021 2022 h l
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School Infrastructure
Federal Support Needed

• Federal funds would help schools 
upgrade HVAC systems.

• School facilities funding needs 
preceded COVID.

• Crumbling school facilities pose 
significant health and safety risks for 
teachers and students. 

• The Reopen and Rebuild America’s 
Schools Act of 2021, which would 
invest $130 billion. 
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FY 2022 Funding Priorities
(Appropriated levels in green)

• Title I Grants to LEAs: $16.5 billion in FY 2021

• Title II, Part A (State Grants): $2.1 billion in FY 2021

• School Support and Academic Enrichment Grants (Title IV, Part A): $1.2 
billion in FY 2021

• IDEA State Grants: $13.8 billion in FY 2021 (16% of APPE). 
• Authorized level (40% of APPE)



37www.naesp.org @naesp @thenaesp

Advocacy Text Alerts
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Questions
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Don’t Be a Stranger
Danny Carlson

Associate Executive Director, Policy & Advocacy
dcarlson@naesp.org

(c): 612-799-3411

@dannydcarlson
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