


AUTENS
WE CO-CREATE THE FUTURE OF LEARNING

We aim to re-imagine, inspire & transform education through

meaningful learning journeys and valuable lives of opportunity

for all learners. 

We explore
futures & build

dreams

We facilitate
& co-create

transformation

We advise
on school design

We collaborate globally

We co-create & design with user

We design      
learning spaces

We advise
on school design

We explore
futures & build

visions with schools

We facilitate
& co-create

transformation

We design      
learning spaces

GLOBAL NETWORK AND COLLABORATION

USER ENGAGEMENT & CO-CREATION



THE GLOBAL SCHOOLS ALLIANCE





A QUICK POLL

How many of you have been part of…

1. Designing and building a whole new school

2. Redesigning/rebuilding/modernising an existing

school?

3. Designing learning spaces in a larger area of a 
school

4. Designing/redesigning a classroom

5. Other/none





A LITTLE BACKGROUND ON 

LEARNING SPACE DESIGN
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Learning Space Design

- A narrative
- A technology for learning
- A lever for new pedagogical practices

A tool for leading learning



Learning
activities

The physical design
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VISION 

FOR

LEARNING

How we organize

Designing Learning Spaces



ENGAGING

JOYFUL

MEANINGFUL
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ACTIVE & EXPERIMENTING

THE NATURE OF 

LEARNING

POSITIVE EMOTIONS & 

RELATIONS













Artefacts

Expected behavior

Basic assumptions

(norms)

Edgar Schein, Organizational Culture

ANALYZING YOUR LEARNING SPACE



Artefacts

Expected behavior

Basic assumptions

Please sit 

down

Be quiet! 

Speak only when asked!

Do what you are told!

Everyone here is doing the  

same thing!

We all learn in the same way.

Everyone needs the same 

knowledge at the same time.

The teacher will tell you

everything you need to know.

(norms)

Spaces communicate! 

And spaces shape your learning culture!
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THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF LEARNING

…AND HOW MIGHT WE CREATE SPACES FOR THAT?

Teacher-led Student-driven



THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN
- ONCE YOU HAVE WORKED OUT YOUR LEARNING PHILOSOPHY
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LEARNING COMMUNITIES & USE OF ROOMS?

Classroom A Classroom B Classroom C= =

= =

Learning environment for class A, B and C 



GLÖMSTASKOLAN (SE)











THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN

Families

Functions

Feeling

Facilitation

Autens ©





WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM  

TEACHERS & STUDENTS ABOUT THIS?











WHAT IS THE DESIGN LAB AND WHY? 

Why did we create it?

We have worked with close to 2000 teachers and lots 
of students. The result is dramatically different and has 

impact. And their message is clear.

Why does it work? 

What can you do?

…AND WITH LOTS OF STUDENTS…



VARIED, ATTRACTIVE, PLAYFUL - CHOICE
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SPACES WITHIN SPACES FOR COLLABORATION



SPACES WITHIN SPACES – LEARNING IS SOCIAL



CAVES, NOOKS & HIDING SPACES
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MAKE ALL SPACES LEARNING SPACES

Bosch & Fjord Design



DESIGN WITH PURPOSE FOR… 

& SAMLING

& SAMLING
CREATIVE 

PRODUCTION

QUIET

FOCUSSED

STUDY

PRESENTATIONS

BRIEF TEACHER INSTRUCTION

CLASS/GROUP ASSEMBLY

COLLABORATION

PROJECT WORK

INNOVATION

MOVEMENT AND PLAY

WELL-BEING AND SENSE OF BELONGING

EXPRESSION

EXHIBITION
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Learning Space Design Lab 

by Autens ©
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'FUNCTIONS’ – WHAT DO YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO DO?

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO DO IN THE SPACE?

LISTEN, PRESENT, COLLABORATE, BUILD, EXPERIMENT ETC?

WHAT KIND OF FURNITURE WOULD SUPPORT THAT BEST?

YOU WANT TO DESIGN YOUR SPACES PURPOSEFULLY & WELL-BALANCED, 

SOME PARTS REALLY FLEXIBLE & SOME VERY FOCUSSED

Autens ©



THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN
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OPENNESS AND FEELING CARED FOR

!"#$%& '$&()%









AND NOT LEAST… THE ”HYGGE”





THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN

Families

Functions

Feeling

Facilitation

Autens ©



Families

Functions

Feeling

Facilitation

'FACILITATION’ – ALL THE LITTLE EXTRA NUDGES

HOW WOULD YOU NUDGE, ENGAGE AND ACTIVATE?

WHAT ‘MICROTOOLS’ CAN YOU USE TO STRENGTHEN YOUR LEARNING CULTURE?

HOW COULD YOU ENABLE STUDENTS TO PERSONALIZE LEARNING TO THEIR NEEDS?
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INVENT YOUR PARTICULAR SET OF MICROTOOLS
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AND IT CREATES THE SO IMPORTANT

SENCE OF A SMALL‘ROOM’



HOW ELSE MIGHT WE CREATE ‘ROOMS’ 

IF WE DON’T HAVE ANY?
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Families

Functions

Feeling

Facilitation

'FACILITATION’ – ALL THE LITTLE EXTRA NUDGES

HOW WOULD YOU NUDGE, ENGAGE AND ACTIVATE?

WHAT ‘MICROTOOLS’ CAN YOU USE TO STRENGTHEN YOUR LEARNING CULTURE?

HOW COULD YOU ENABLE STUDENTS TO PERSONALIZE LEARNING TO THEIR NEEDS?

YOU WANT YOUR STUDENTS & TEACHERS TO REALLY ENGAGE, BE ACTIVE & 

CO-CREATE THEIR LEARNING EXPERIENCE



SO HOW MIGHT IT PLAY OUT IN AN EXISTING SCHOOL 

- ON PRACTICALLY NO BUDGET?
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A NEW SCHOOL IN AN EXISISTING SCHOOL?















STUDENT FEEDBACK

! Teacher-led
! Tough & boring sitting in the same seat

all day
! Tough to ALWAYS have to work with 

the same side-buddy

! Lack of influence
! A lot of students ÓneedingÓ to go to 

the restroom, sharpen their pencils etc

BEFORE THE CHANGE









THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN

Families

Function

Feeling

Facilitation

NATURALNESS

Natural light, air quality, temperature & bring nature in

Autens ©



THE 4FS OF LEARNING SPACE DESIGN

Families

Function

Feeling

Facilitation

NATURALNESS

Natural light, air quality, temperature & bring nature in

PERSONALIZATION

Choice & personalisation, sense of belonging

Autens ©



AND DON’T FORGET THE TEACHERS ;-)







QUESTIONS?




