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Welcome!  
As we get 

started, please 
read the 

scenario to the 
right and share 
any thoughts 
via the CHAT 

box.

Could this be a 
headline in your 

community?

Headline: District shortchanges 
low-income school

ÅTwo schools in the same district and cover 
the same grade levels

ÅBoth schools have similar student 
enrollment and student populations, 
including special needs students

ÅSchool A: in a more affluent area of the 
district, small percentage of children 
receiving free or reduced meals.

ÅSchool B: in a less affluent area of the same 
district, significantly more students receiving 
free or reduced meals.

ÅSchool !Ωǎ ǇŜǊ-student expenditures are 
significantly higher than School B.
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Is that more or less than other 
schools in your same district?

How much is spent per student 
at your school?

On average, how much is spent per pupil in K-
12 education including all public funds?



Who decided how to spend that money?

Is that more or less than other schools with 
similar student demographics?

Technically, the answer is: school boards. 

That said, district leaders submit the spending plan, 
and the board approves it. 



Three models of how resources get to schools.
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Which would your teachers prefer? 

Choose one:

A. $5K pay raise

B. 2 fewer students in each class they teach

Choose one: 

A. $5K pay raise

B. 1/5 of an aide

Choose one: 

A.$5K pay raise

B. 3.5  hours more prep time per week
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ESSA ς
includes a 
new 
requirement 
to  report 
spending 
by school!



9

States already reporting school by school spending:
BLUE= on report cards & meets ESSA  ORANGEҐ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǎ άōǳŘƎŜǘǎέ ōȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ
GREEN= publishes school spending data but does not meet ESSA  



City District 
Spends More On 
Affluent Schools

Equity



City District 
Spends More On 
Affluent Schools 

(because teacher salaries are 
higher)

Equity



District STEM school 
spends double the 

district avg. 

Equity



Buck Elem. Gets Same 
PPE, Makes Tradeoffs to 

Support Summer Learning

Efficiency/Tradeoffs



Principal Wants Smaller 
Central Office and More 

Cash at School Bldg.

Efficiency/Tradeoffs



Spending by school

Central District Valley District Charterama
LEAMaple 

Elem.
Ceder
Elem. LEA Avg.

Green 
School

River 
AcademyLEA Avg.

Site Level
A Federal $1,101 $432 $554 $301 $614 $401 $1,101 

B State/Local $8,722 $7,759 $7,861 $5,493 $7,112 $6,626 $11,619 

C Site Level total $9,823 $8,191 $8,415 $5,794 $7,726 $7,027 $12,720 

{ƛǘŜΩǎ {ƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ
D Federal $421 $421 $421 $589 $589 $589 N/A

E State/Local $4,597 $4,597 $4,597 $5,573 $5,573 $5,573 N/A

F
{ƛǘŜΩǎ {ƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

Central total 
$5,018 $5,018 $5,018 $6,162 $6,162 $6,162 N/A

G Grand Total$14,841 $13,209 $13,433 $11,956 $13,888 $13,189 $12,720 
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Blakely MS Has Same 
Per Student $ as Peers, But 

Students Learn More.

Productivity / ROI



Pop Elementary Spends More 
but Students Continue to Fail

Productivity / ROI



+

Outcomes by 
school

Spending by 
school


