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New Beginnings

The NEHS program was first introduced last April, with Shepardson
Elementary School in Colorado
having the unique distinction of becoming the first chartered member.
A dozen more schools from across
the country followed suit by month’s
end. “I believe that academic success needs to be celebrated early and
often to keep children motivated,”
said principal Jackie Daniilidis. Her
school, Estelle Elementary in Louisiana, is among the first 13 charter
members of NEHS. “Our school has
always had honor roll ceremonies
and awards for perfect attendance
and most improved student,” Daniilidis added. “An elementary chapter
seems to further add
credence to the pursuit
of excellence and being a
lifelong learner.”
NEHS was specifically
designed to help schools
give students in grades
4-6 national recognition for their accomplishments. Currently, students
in grade 6 can become members of
the National Junior Honor Society
in the second semester of a school
year, but NEHS expands their ability
to participate in an Honor Society
program for an entire school year.
Any school with students in grades
4, 5, and/or 6 can establish an NEHS
chapter.

ment ... Another aspect is students as
peacemakers and peer mediators to
help keep our school climate one that
makes all students comfortable in
their learning environment.”
Sharon Elementary School in
Georgia started a chapter in May and
recently held its first induction ceremony for 23 of its fifth-grade students.
During the ceremony, which was an
evening event with family members
and all fifth-grade teachers in attendance, principal Bill George said he
told the students, “Your résumé begins
on this day.” He explained to the inductees that colleges not only consider
academics but also the service students have provided throughout their
academic career, and that becoming

traditions that will be an integral
part of our National Elementary
Honor Society chapter.”

What Lies Ahead

April will mark the one-year anniversary of the NEHS program,
during which time principals and
teachers in 657 schools have been
busy forming chapters, establishing
traditions, holding induction ceremonies, and, perhaps most notably,
reinforcing the importance of academics and service to their students.
“It sets these students apart and
recognizes the sacrifices that they
and their parents make as they strive
for academic excellence and in being
a lifelong learner,” said Daniilidis.
Added George: “I believe it’s brought to our
school a way to showcase excellence.”
NEHS chapter applications are accepted on
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to begin, fully, in the 2009-2010 school
year.” Similarly, Daniilidis says, “Our
—Vanessa St. Gerard
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guidelines and to develop some school

“NEHS was specifically designed to help
schools give students in grades 4-6 national
recognition for their accomplishments.”

Criteria

Student candidates must meet or
exceed the national minimum standard for scholarship (i.e., academic
performance), which is a cumulative
scholastic average of at least 85 percent, B, or 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale), or the
equivalent standard of excellence.
Each chapter designates criteria regarding personal responsibility. For
example, Daniilidis explains: “Aside
from academics, we are looking
at a student’s community involve-
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