
Pa r e n t s  &  s c h o o l s

Principal n January/February 2007 www.naesp.org6

A Midyear 
Parent 
Involvement 
Checkup
The end of the winter break and the beginning of a new 

year is a good time for principals to examine and evaluate 
what they are accomplishing with parent involvement.

With research and provisions of the No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) Act emphasizing the need to get and keep par-
ents involved with the education of their children, here’s 
a research-based, five-minute midyear parent involvement 
checkup that can help you to determine if your parent involve-
ment program is on track or, if not, to identify things you can 
correct while there’s still time remaining in the school year. 

Rate your parent involvement program from “excellent” 
to “poor” on each of  these questions, basing your scoring 
according to how you believe parents at your school would 
answer each question. Use the following point scale:

Excellent	 4 points
Good		  3 points
Average	 2 points
Fair		  1 point
Poor		  0 points

1. Are you making parents feel like respected partners? Research 
leaves no doubt about parents’ influence on learning. Mak-
ing sure parents feel the school respects them promotes 
active support at home. A powerful indicator of that respect, 
parents say, is how they are treated when they visit the school. 
Points: ______
2. Are you making early contact with parents before potential 
problems become serious ones? Parents report that not hearing 
about a school problem until it’s too late to fix it is one of 
their biggest complaints. 
Points: ______
3. Do you have a list of specific things your school has identified 
as the most important for parents to do at home to support their 
child’s learning? Do your teachers agree on what parents 
should do? Can parents recite the list? Are you providing par-
ents information on how to do those things?  
Points: ______
4. Are you practicing two-way communication, providing parents 
regular opportunities to talk with you and with teachers, and invit-
ing their comments? If parents and schools are to be partners, 
they have to stay in touch. 
Points: ______

5. Are the written materials you send home 
parent-friendly, brief, clear, and carefully 
proofread? Keeping them short and 
simple gets parents’ attention—and fre-
quent brief messages are more effective 
than occasional long ones.
Points: ______
6. Do you, your teachers, and staff make it a 
point to tell parents how much their efforts are 
appreciated? We all know the motivational 
power of a well-deserved compliment. 
Points: ______

7. Are you offering a wide range of ways for parents to be involved? 
Do you ask parents what kinds of involvement opportunities 
they would like to have? You would be surprised to learn of 
all the skills and interests parents possess. Just ask them.
Points: ______
8. Are you working effectively with non-English speaking parents? 
Finding translators for some languages can be a challenge, 
but making a sincere effort shows that you care. 
Points: ______
9. Are you giving parents opportunities to have appropriate input 
into school decisions that affect them and their children? Par-
ents don’t want to run your school, but they do want (and 
deserve) to be consulted regularly.
Points: ______
10. Are you budgeting adequate funds for parent involvement? Hav-
ing no budget means parent involvement is not important. 
NCLB requires spending at least 1 percent of Title I funds on 
parent involvement. Good programs require even more.
Points: ______

Tally your scores for a midyear evaluation of your parent 
involvement efforts. And don’t be satisfied with just a mid-
dling score of 15 to 25 points. Research has found that stu-
dents from families with above-median parent involvement 
had academic achievement success rates 30 percent higher 
than those from families with below-median parent involve-
ment (Fan and Chen 1999). An effective parent involvement 
program is well worth the effort involved. 
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For More Information

For additional information on this and other parent 
involvement issues, visit www.parentinstitute.com.
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Think Outside the Bubble

Teach Higher-Order  Th ink ing!

Transform Students into Proficient Readers

With the new Levels of Comprehension series, you’ll:

• Measure students’ thinking—from literal to analytical, inferential, and abstract

•   Teach question-unpacking strategies through the cognitive levels of Bloom, 

Marzano, and others 

• Provide test-taking practice with multiple-choice and short-response items

• Improve students’ performance on today’s most challenging test questions

• Develop proficient readers and problem solvers

Win a FREE Classroom Set of 
Assessing Levels of Comprehension!
(25 Short-Response and 25 Multiple-Choice Student Books and 2 T.G.s)

Visit www.CurriculumAssociates.com/bubble26
or call 1-800-225-0248 today to enter!

A winner will be drawn each month: 
February, March, April, and May 2007

NEW Professional
Development Course:

“Higher-Order Thinking Skills” 
FREE Online at CAtraining.com

New Programs!
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